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INTRODUCTION 
This contains a further list of potential English Opencast sites, which has been gathered from a variety of sources. These sites are listed alphabetically for each local authority area in which they are located, In addition there is information for Nottinghamshire and Greater Manchester. The Coal Constraint Areas of Nottinghamshire have been identified along with Areas of Search for opencast coal for Greater Manchester.

Because a site is on this list it does not mean to say that it will definitely, at some point in the future, become an operational opencast site. To do so means that a company or a person will have to apply through a complex planning process for permission to work a site and gaining permission is not a foregone conclusion. If a site is on this list it means that at some stage in the future an application could be made to opencast the site. Concerned local people should check with their Local Authority to see if there is a risk that opencast mining could occur on any of the sites mentioned below. One action that can be taken now to avoid this risk, is to write to your MP asking him to support Andrew Bridgen’s 500 Metre Buffer Zone Bill (Planning (Opencast Mining Separations Zone) Bill). More advice is given at the end of the Review 
BARNSLEY (1)

Shafton Green (UK Coal)
Potentially a 112,000 tonne site, which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://www.smithsgore.co.uk/property-for-sale-barnsley-963746
BOLTON (1) (UK Coal)
Westhoughton

Potentially  a 1,050,000 tonne site, which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://www.smithsgore.co.uk/property-for-sale-bolton-963735
In addition, according to a Amended Area of Search Plan produced for the Greater Manchester Minerals Plan, there are areas identified in 1988 where shallow coal exists which might result in an opencast mine application in the future. See Map 8, Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document,. Identifying and Protecting Mineral Resources, November 2009 @t

http://www.gmmineralsplan.co.uk/docs/ipmrgmnov09.pdf
BURY
According to a Amended Area of Search Plan produced for the Greater Manchester Minerals Plan there are areas identified in 1988 where shallow coal exists which might result in an opencast mine application in the future. See Map 8, Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document, Identifying and Protecting Mineral Resources, November 2009 @t
http://www.gmmineralsplan.co.uk/docs/ipmrgmnov09.pdf
CUMBRIA (1)

Derwent Forest / Broughton Moor, Broughton Moor, Cumbria , follow this link for a news report “Derwent Forest plans ‘are not viable without mining’ “ @

http://www.timesandstar.co.uk/1.784121c
DERBYSHIRE(2)

Near Mastin Moor, (UK Coal) Chesterfield, Derbyshire (could also be known as The Chesterfield Canal site)

UK Coal expressed interest in a 107 ha site in 2007 that could produce 530, 00 tonnes of coal, see Chesterfield Council report :

 FILLIN "Type in Agenda Item No." \* MERGEFORMAT 
“Consultation on Derbyshire County Council’s Minerals Core Strategy: Key Issues & Options TO5OL” April 2010

and Derbyshire County Council’s “Minerals Core Strategy, Key Issues and Options”, April 2010.
Sitwell Grange, Tibshelf

Banks group expressed interest in 2003 in a site with a coal potential of 550,000 tonnes. See

http://www.btinternet.com/~david.shaw/opencast/QandA.pdf
Co DURHAM (9)

Castle Dene / Hurbuck, East of Delves, Co Durham (UK Coal)

Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002 and 

Potentially a 609,000 tonne site, which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://media.primelocation.com/SGGR/SGDA/SGDA7265084/BROCH_01.PDF
Eldon Blue House, nr Shildon, Co Durham, (ATH Resources) 

 Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
Field House, West Rainton, Co Durham (UK Coal) 

Mentioned in UK Coal’s 2007 Annual Report and identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
Marley Hill, nr Marley Hill and Byermoor, Co Durham / Gateshead (UK Coal)
UK Coal withdrew a plan for a 2.8m tonne site in 2006 according to “Opencast mine proposals moved to back burner”, Durham Times, 5/1/06 @

http://www.durhamtimes.co.uk/archive/2006/01/05/The+North+East+Archive/7154000.Opencast_mine_proposals_moved_to_the_back_burner/
Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
Pittington North and Pittington South, nr West Rainton, Co Durham, (ATH Resources)
Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
Pontop, Dipton, Consett, Co Durham (UK Coal)

Potentially a 1,500,000tonne, site which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://media.primelocation.com/SGGR/SGDA/SGDA7265085/BROCH_01.PDF
Randolph, nr Evenwood, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, (UK Coal)

Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
White Lea, Crook (UK Coal)

A 1.2m tonne site  was identified in 2006. See “Residents group to fight plans for the third time “ Durham Times, 14/11/06 @

http://www.durhamtimes.co.uk/archive/2006/11/14/South+West+Durham+(northernecho_swdurham_news)/1020248.Residents__group_to_fight_mine_plans_for_the_third_time/
“Opencast mine proposals moved to the back burner “ Durham Times 1/5/06 @
http://www.durhamtimes.co.uk/archive/2006/01/05/The+North+East+Archive/7154000.Opencast_mine_proposals_moved_to_the_back_burner/
GATESHEAD 

Marley Hill, nr Marley Hill and Byermoor, Co Durham / Gateshead (UK Coal)
UK Coal withdrew a plan for a 2.8m tonne site in 2006 according to “Opencast mine proposals moved to back burner”, Durham Times, 5/1/06 @

http://www.durhamtimes.co.uk/archive/2006/01/05/The+North+East+Archive/7154000.Opencast_mine_proposals_moved_to_the_back_burner/
Identified in New Minerals and Waste Sites in Co Durham Consultation @

http://durhamcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cdp_ce/new_sites?pointId=1287487899002
NORTHUMBERLAND (15)

Alcan Farms, Woodhorn, Ashington, proposed 1,000,000 tonne site, (Banks Group)
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

Allerdean and Unthank, Berwick-upon-Tweed, 4,000,000, (ATH Resources)
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

Cavil Head, Acklington, (The Northumberland Estates)
 ‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

Chester House, Acklington, (The Northumberland Estates)
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

The Cockles, Ulgham, Northumberland, proposed 3.8m tonne site. Thought to be Banks Group see “Northumberland residents anger over opencast mines’, The Journal, 9/12/10 @

http://www.journallive.co.uk/north-east-news/todays-news/2010/12/09/northumberland-residents-anger-over-opencast-mines-61634-27793716/
East Hartford, Cramlington, (The Northumberland Estates)
 ‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.
Eglingham nr Alnwick 

A possible 1.0m tonne site which has interested a Russian company. See

‘Opencast looms for Alnwick Area’ Northumberland Gazette, 31/3/09 @

http://www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/news/local-news/opencast_looms_for_alnwick_area_1_1447115
Forestburn Gate, Netherwitton, (The Northumberland Estates)
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

Hathery Lane, nr Blyth, Northumberland (UK Coal)

Proposed by UK Coal, 723,000 tonne site see “Firm eyes potential opencast mine sites originally published in The Evening Chronicle 18/2/10 @

http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-219129809.html
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

Highthorn, Ellington, Northumberland (UK Coal)

Proposed 5m-7m tonne site see “Northumberland residents anger over opencast mines’, The Journal, 9/12/10 @

http://www.journallive.co.uk/gtonnorth-east-news/todays-news/2010/12/09/northumberland-residents-anger-over-opencast-mines-61634-27793716/
UK Coal’s 2009 Annual Report indicates that the company expects to submit an application in 2011.

‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.
Houndalee,Widdrington, (Banks Group)

Original news item was in The Journal, “Villagers angered by opencast plans; Community leaders vow to campaign against mining proposals”, 1/7/2007. Now available @

http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Villagers+angered+by+opencast+plans;+Community+leaders+vow+to...-a0169312436
Poplar, Prestwick, (ATH Resources)

Proposed 1.0m tonne site

‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.

West Field Farm, Holywell, Seaton Delaval, (The Northumberland Estates)
‘Submissions received for consideration as Minerals and Waste Strategic Site Allocations, Northumberland County Council, November 2009 ref:

 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3432 then go down to “Call for strategic mineral and waste sites”.
Whittle Colliery, Newton on the Moor, Alnwick,

Site being advertised for sale with 2,500,000 tonnes of coal. See

http://commercialsearch.knightfrank.co.uk/dynamic/pdf/83450/83450.pdf
Woodhead, Stocksfield, Nothumberland. (UK Coal)

Potentially  a 2,1000,000 tonne site,  which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://media.primelocation.com/SGGR/SGDA/SGDA7265087/BROCH_01.PDF
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
Nottinghamshire operates a policy of Coal Constraint Areas that identifies 26 areas (called sites but these are not sites as such) where coal possibly exists but an application is unlikely. It is not known whether these areas contain any viable sites for opencast coal operations. Applications could come from other areas outside these Coal Constraint Areas. These areas / sites have not been included in the overall list of potential sites 
Babbington / Swingate, Between Awsworth - Babbington, 

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Bagthorpe, Sth of Selston

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Brinsley Forge, Between Jacksdale - Aldercar

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Brinsley Hall , Brinsley

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Fulwood / Bloomer Wood /Kirby Dumble,  Between Sutton in Ashfield – Pinxton

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Greasley / Watnell Fields, East of Eastwood

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Highpark, East of Brinsley and New Brinsley

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Huthwaite / Huthwaite South, Between  Sutton in Ashfield – Tibshelf

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Kirby Park, NE of Selston

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Kirby Woodhouse /  Kodak Works 2 Between Kirby in Ashfield - Nuncargate 

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Shilo North, Sth West of Eastwood

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Stanley, nr Hardwick Hall

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Strelly Hall Park, West of Nottingham

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Teversal / Dawgates / Skegby / Moorhai,  Between Sutton in Ashfield - Mansfield – Pleasley

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
Trowell and Trowell Hall, Trowell

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the site
Watnell Coppice, West of Hucknell

Ref Nottinghamshire’s Local development Framework / Chapter 12 /M 12.7 @ http://nottinghamshire.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=149&chapter=13&docelemid=d23971#d23971
Clicking on the site name brings up a shaded map of the area
SALFORD

According to a Amended Area of Search Plan produced for the Greater Manchester Minerals Plan there are areas identified in 1988 where shallow coal exists which might result in an opencast mine application in the future. See Map 8, Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document. Identifying and Protecting Mineral Resources, November 2009 @t

http://www.gmmd ineralsplan.co.uk/docs/ipmrgmnov09.pdf
STAFFORDSHIRE (1)
Great Oak, Audley, Staffs, (UK Coal)

Potentially a 786,000 tonne site which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/31/AR2010123104110.html
Additional information can be found in Staffordshire County Council’s Minerals Core Strategy 2 Issues and Options, September 2008 @

http://consult.staffordshire.gov.uk/portal/mcs/io2?pointId=1221821772604
WAKEFIELD (1)

Nine Lakes Forest Park, Between Featherstone and Wakefield, Yorkshire.

The claim by one observer is that to make this plan, announced in March 2010 a reality, will mean the creation of a large opencast site in order not to sterilise the underlying shallow coal reserves. Read more in “Hope for massive leisure park”, Wakefield Express, 25/3/10 @

http://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/news/local/hope_for_massive_leisure_park_1_975255
and “Leisure park idea ‘scary’”, Letter to Wakefield Express 15/4/10 @

http://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/community/your-letters/leisure_park_idea_scary_1_975493
WALSALL (2 sites)
a)Yorks Bridge, Pelsall,Walsall (UK Coal) 
Potentially a 150,000 tonne site which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://img.findaproperty.com/smithsgore/smiths-gore---oxford/m17265046.pdf
b) Yorks Bridge, Norton Caines, (Wryley Estates) 

Potentially a 2.0m tonne site. 

Information can be found in Staffordshire County Council’s Minerals Core Strategy 2 Issues and Options, September 2008 @

http://consult.staffordshire.gov.uk/portal/mcs/io2?pointId=1221821772604
WARWICKSHIRE (2)

Anchor West, Shutington, Warwickshire, (UK Coal)

Proposed by UK Coal as a potential site to Warwickshire County Council, see

“Furious villagers oppose opencast”, Tamworth Herald, 26/3/09 @

 http://www.thisistamworth.co.uk/news/Furious-villagers-oppose-opencast/article-846713-detail/article.html
“Potential Mineral Sites for Consideration”, Strategic Sites, Mineral Core Strategy –Revised Spatial Strategy, Warwickshire County Council, 2009

http://consultation.limehouse.co.uk/warwickshire/drafts/1/chapter_350.html
Dordon, nr Tamworth Warwickshire (postcode Staffordshire) (UK Coal)
Potentially a 2,352,000 tonne site,which UK Coal has put up for sale whilst retaining mineral rights to work the site. See

http://www.smithsgore.co.uk/assets/x/1616094
WIGAN (1)

Stockley Hill, Standish, Wigan (UK Coal)

Mentioned in UK Coal’s 2007 Annual Report
Note that UK Coal is currently selling off some of its sites but retaining mineral rights associated with the sites. The Standish Hall Estate which is either close to this site or incorporates it is being sold off without UK Coal retaining any mineral rights. See

http://www.smithsgore.co.uk/property-for-sale-wigan-963734
According to a Amended Area of Search Plan produced for the Greater Manchester Minerals Plan there are areas identified in 1988 where shallow coal exists which might result in an opencast mine application in the future. See Map 8, Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document. Identifying and Protecting Mineral Resources, November 2009 @t

http://www.gmmineralsplan.co.uk/docs/ipmrgmnov09.pdf
CONCLUSIONS
In 2006, the British Geological Survey published a study on the historical extent to which opencast mining had been undertaken as an aid to future mineral planning. This identified 20 English Local Authority areas as places where opencast mining had occurred:

Counties (England)

Co Durham, Cumbria, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Northumberland, Shropshire, Staffordshire and Warwickshire

Unitary Authorities (England)

Barnsley, Bolton, Gateshead, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Leeds, Rotherham, St Helens, Stoke on Trent, Sunderland, Wakefield, Walsall and Wigan, (1)

Many of these Local Authorities appear in the above list of potential sites, but the following do not:

Leicestershire, Shropshire, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Leeds, Rotherham, Stoke on Trent and Sunderland.
Since the British Geological Society list was published, one additional County Council, Nottinghamshire and one additional Unitary Council, Telford and Wrekin should be added to the list (see Briefing Note B3 for details of Current Sites)

This suggests that this list of potential sites underestimates the number of potential opencast sites that exist. 
Even where a local authority area has been identified as having one or more potential opencast site the  author has no idea whether this list identifies all the potential opencast sites in each of these named local authority areas. It may be that what this Briefing Note represents is the tip of a rather large iceberg of known future potential opencast sites scattered across many English Counties and Local Authorities, especially if the information from the Greater Manchester Minerals Plan Development Document turns into actual opencast site applications at some point in the future.
Parts 1 and 2 of this Review demonstrate how widespread the threat of opencast mining is in England, where, unlike communities in Scotland and Wales, we do not have the benefit of a 500m Buffer Zone. Until we get that legal protection, now and in the future, local communities across England’s shallow coalfields are going to be faced by future attempts to opencast the local coal. 

Very often, given that today’s communities are less and less likely to be composed of people knowledgeable about the local history of coal mining, it comes as a shock to be informed about the prospect of facing an opencast mine application. As can be seen from the information contained here, such communities who oppose opencast proposals begin a long hard complicated fight. Of those cited at the planning stage in the review, Bradley now holds the record of taking the longest time whilst waiting for a decision. Local people in Co Durham will have been waiting for nearly 3 ½ years for a decision before they know if they will have to live next door to an opencast mine or not – about the same length of time UK Coal plan to work the site!! Meanwhile they suffer from planning blight whilst they wait for forces beyond their control to make a decision.

Compiling this Review also indicates the nature of the difficulties faced when drawing up such a document. Finding out the location of potential sites is extremely difficult given the way some Local Authorities operate the Planning System and the way some of the Coal Operators operate. A more transparent planning system which readily identified future opencast sites, such as the one operated by Durham County Council, would be helpful to all local communities that could be affected by future possible opencast mine proposals. 

This review also shows why England needs the 500m Buffer Zone. Many of the newer sites that are being proposed are close to areas of settlement although more research would be needed to prove the extent to see, if such a zone had been implemented, how many of the communities close to these sites would not have faced the risk of being neighbours to a coal extraction site, a temporary quarry.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
If you think that you live in an area that could, in the future, be near to a potential opencast coal site then check with you local Mineral Planning Authority (see above list) and ask these questions about your local situation:

Have any submissions been made about proposed opencast sites near to where I live? If so by whom and what tonnage of minerals is expected to be extracted?

Has any area local to where I live been proposed as an area that should be safeguarded for future surface mine extraction?

If you think you live in an area likely to be opencasted then write to your MP and ask him to support Andrew Bridgen’s 500 Metre Buffer Zone Bill on 11/2/11.
If you have any further information to add to this list of past current and possible opencast sites in England that can be referenced, or you have information about a local Action / Protest groups opposed to Opencast Coal  with an active web site, then please get in touch with the Author. Working together we can make this a better information base and help prevent others from being exposed to the risk of opencast mining.
© Steve Leary,  






     January  2011
Thanks go to John Carpenter for his additional information about Northumberland, plus comments.

To follow either how the Bill progresses or the MOPG campaign develops follow Seftonchase on Twitter @ http://twitter.com/Seftonchase
For more information on the Minorca Opencast Protest Group go to 

http://mopg.co.uk/  or http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.htmlefing 
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CONTACTING ANDREW BRIDGEN MP for NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE
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