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INTRODUCTION
This review of English Opencast Sites has been undertaken to provide evidence in support of Andrew Bridgen MP’s 500m Buffer Zone Private Members Bill (Planning (Opencast Mining Separations Zone) Bill),  which is due to get its second reading in The House Of Commons on February 11th 2011 It shows the following, that for England in 2009 -2010:

There are 2 derelict sites being restored or in need of restoration 
11 sites approved before 2009 that are still being worked   
7 sites that gained planning permission in 2009 -2010,
3 applications were rejected during 2009 -2010  
6 where a planning application has been submitted but not yet decided

3 applications which are ‘in the planning pipeline’. 
This totals 32 sites. 
In addition Part 2 of this Review indicates where a possible further 34 potential opencast sites have been identified making a total of 66 sites.
There is no claim that Parts 1 and 2 are a comprehensive list but, on the other hand, it may be the most comprehensive public list of current and potential English opencast sites. Where there is a local action group with a current web address that information has also been provided. The intention is to show how widespread the risk of opencast activities affecting local communities currently is and likely to be in the future.
DERELICT SITES BEING RESTORED OR IN NEED OF RESTORATION

Sandyforth Farm, Wigan

This site was worked in the 1990’s until the operator, Cobex Ltd, went bankrupt in 2000. The site was then left derelict until The North West Development Agency agreed funding of more than £3.5m to restore the site. The final stage of restoration began in 2008. The restored site was reopened in November 2009 (1)
Keekle Head, Pica, nr. Whitehaven, Cumbria
Originally permission was given to Roxylight to extract coal in 1998. Coal extraction was to be completed in 2007 and the site restored in 2009. However, by 2003 officers of Cumbria County Council were expressing strong concerns on how Roxylight were managing the site and whether sufficient monies, in terms of Restoration Bonds, were available to restore the site. By 2008 it was reported that a subsidiary of SITA, Endecom, had bought the derelict site. They planned to apply to for permission to use it as a landfill site on which to store low radio-active waste and the latest news, December 2010, is that no decision has yet been taken on this landfill plan. Meanwhile, it is presumed, the site is still in a derelict state.(2)
SITES CURRENTLY IN OPERATION APPROVED BEFORE 2009

Stobswood and Stobswood North Extension, Ulgham, Northumberland. Operator UK Coal 
Operations began in 1990 to extract 12.2m tonnes of coal and the site was originally to have finished coaling in 2005 and site restoration completed in 2007. Since then two extensions have been granted and coaling eventually ceased 2009. The site should have been restored but delays occurring over the restoration of the site have led to Northumberland County Council to seek an agreement not to work the new Butterwell Disposal Point (see below) until the restoration these two sites has been completed. (3)
Maiden’s Hall, Widdrington, Northumberland, Operator UK Coal,

Coal extraction finished in 2008. UK Coal has gained permission to extend the time needed to restore the site to September 2010. No further information available on progress at present (Dec 2010) (4)
Steadsburn, Widdrington, Northumberland, Operator UK Coal, 

Coal extraction started 2008 and is due to cease in 2011 followed by site restoration (5)
Shotton, Cramlington, Northumberland, Operator Banks Mining

Coaling commenced in 2008, originally due to last eight years, but see  below for an extension to the site which may extend working the site until 2018 (6)
Delhi, Blagdon, Northumberland, Operator Banks Mining.
Site has been operational since 2002 and coaling ceased in 2009 with full restoration by October 2010. However, with the approval of a new adjacent site, Brenkley Lane (see below), the full restoration of this site may be delayed. No further information on progress available at present (Dec 2010). (7)
Cutacre, Bolton, Operator UK Coal 

Site became operational in 2006. Originally coal extraction should have been completed in 2010. However in August 2010 UK Coal sought an extension of 9 months to the mineral extraction period. UK Coal would also like to see a major variation to the restoration scheme with increase in the proportion of the restored site made available for commercial development at the expense of land originally set aside for a Country Park. (8)
Former Sharlston Colliery, Wakefield, Operator UK Coal
Planning permission granted in April 2007, with work commencing in later in the year. Site should be restored by 2010 but at present (Dec 2010) no further information is available. (9)
Long Moor, Ravenstone, Leicestershire, Operator UK Coal

Coaling started in late 2007 and ceased by January 2010. Undergoing restoration. (10)
Lodge House, Smalley, Derbyshire. Operator UK Coal

Work on the site, to extract 1.0m tonnes of coal, commenced in the summer of 2008, with a four and a half year period. However, plans for a Lodge House Extension (see below), if successful, is likely to alter that time scale. (11)
Engine Reclamation Site, West Houses, Derbyshire, Operator Shire Developments.

Approval for this scheme, to extract 466.577 tonnes of coal was given in 2008. At April 2010 Derbyshire County Council expected coal extraction to take two more years. (12)
RECENT APPROVALS 2009 -2010
Foxlow Tip, Staverly, Derbyshire, Operator not known 
Permission was given to extract 30,000 tonnes of coal. (13)
Former Biwaters Site, Clay Cross, Derbyshire, Operator Cavendish Estates. According to the BGS this has 130,000 tonnes of coal (14)
Park Wall North, Tow Law, Co Durham Operator UK Coal
Five year operating period to extract 1.2m tonnes of coal and 500,000 tonnes of fireclay granted in January 2009, (15)
Potland Burn, Ashington, Northumberland, Operator, UK Coal

UK Coal plan to extract 2.03m tonnes of coal and 500,000 tonnes of fireclay over 5yrs 9mths. Development commenced March 2010, coaling started in July 2010. Coaling should cease in April 2016 and restoration by 2017. (16)
Brenkley Lane, Dinnington, Newcastle / Northumberland, Operator Banks Mining.

Eleven Year plan to extract 2.4m tonnes of coal and 200,000 tonnes of fireclay adjacent to the Delhi site (see above). Part of the Delhi the area is to be used “as a support site” for the new mine – meaning that some of the ‘temporary’ mineral workings look set to last until 2020, a total of 18 years. Coaling has now started at this site. (17)
Huntington Lane nr Telford, Shropshire, approved October 2009. Operator UK Coal. (After a Public Inquiry for Non Determination)

Coaling commenced in November 2010 on the southern part of the site, but the northern part of the site is still (December 2010) occupied by Climate Protestors. Plan is to extract 900,000 tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay and restore the site after 42 months in 2014. (18)
Butterwell Disposal Point, Northumberland, November 2010, Operator UK Coal

Plan is to extract 1.01m tonnes of coal and 200,000 tonnes of fire clay over four years and five months. Plans approved, subject to a satisfactory Section 106 Agreement that incorporates the obligation to restore Stobswood and Stobswood  Extension site, by Northumberland County Council’s Planning and Environment Committee 7/12/10 (19)
RECENT REJECTIONS
Carters Fold, Garswood, St Helens, Applicant LEM Mining (After a Public Inquiry) (20)
Halton Lea Gate, Northumberland, Applicant HM Project Development, December 2009 (21)
Newton Lane, Leeds. Applicant Banks Group, November 2010 (after a Public Inquiry)

The grounds for rejection were concerned with site restoration, stability of the proposed bunds and traffic issues. In addition the following arguments put forwards by the applicant were rejected, ‘Need for Coal’, ‘Community Benefits, ‘Employment’ and ‘CO2 Emissions’ The full report can be downloaded from here:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/decisionsplanning/secretarystate/recentsecretary/newtonlane/
KNOWN PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Former Minorca Colliery Coal and Fireclay Surface Mining Scheme, Leicestershire, Applicant UK Coal

UK Coal plan to extract 1.25m tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of Fireclay.  The Scoping Phase with its public exhibitions began in September 2008, with an application submitted in the following year. A determination date has yet to be set by Leicestershire County Council. (22)
Bradley, nr Dipton and Leadgate, Co Durham, Applicant UK Coal 

UK Coal plan to extract 556,000 tonnes of coal. The Scoping Phase with its public exhibition started in June 2007, with a formal application being submitted in January 2008. A determination date has yet to be set by Durham County Council. (23)
Lodge House Extension, Derbyshire, Applicant UK Coal

UK Coal plan to extract another 748,000 tonnes of coal from Lodge House by extending the site and increasing the working time by another 42 month period. A new planning application was submitted to Derbyshire County Council in September 2010. (24)
Hoodsclose, Whittingstall, Northumberland, Applicant UK Coal 
UK Coal hopes to extract 2.2m tonnes of coal and 500,000 tonnes of fireclay    over a seven year period. The Scoping Inquiry state began soon after August 2009 with an application following in 2010 (25)
Shotton Extraction Extension, Northumberland. Applicant Banks Group
Banks have submitted an application to extract a further 2.0m tonnes of coal from the Shotton site in August 2010. This application is due to be determined on 11/1/11. (26)
POSSIBLE FUTURE SITES 'IN THE PIPELINE' EITHER PRE SCOPING INQUIRY OR POST SCOPING INQUIRY ARE
Ferneybeds, Widdrington Northumberland, Applicant Banks Group

Banks Group are planning to extract 750,000 tonnes of coal.  Scoping Report stage started in May 2010. (27)
Shortwood Farm, near Cossall, Nottinghamshire. Applicant UK Coal 

UK Coal intend to mine 1.275m tonnes of coal and 250,00 tonnes of fireclay over a five year seven month period  after UK Coal submitted its Scoping report and carried out public meetings in October 2010. (28)
Halton Lea Gate (again), Northumberland. Applicant HM Project Development. (29)
CONCLUSIONS
Part One of this review already demonstrates how widespread the threat of opencast mining is in England, where, unlike communities in Scotland and Wales, we do not have the benefit of a 500m Buffer Zone. Until we get that legal protection, now and in the future, local communities across England’s shallow coalfields are going to be faced by future attempts to opencast the local coal. 
Very often, given that today’s communities are less and less likely to be composed of people knowledgeable about the local history of coal mining, it comes as a shock to be informed about the prospect of facing an opencast mine application. As can be seen from the information contained here, such communities who oppose opencast proposals begin a long hard complicated fight. Of those cited at the planning stage in the review, Bradley now holds the record of taking the longest time whilst waiting for a decision. Local people in Co Durham will have been waiting for nearly 31/2 years for a decision before they know if they will have to live next door to an opencast mine or not – about the same length of time UK Coal plan to work the site!! Meanwhile they suffer from planning blight whilst they wait for forces beyond their control to make a decision.
This review also shows why England needs the 500m Buffer Zone. Many of the newer sites that are being proposed are close to areas of settlement although more research would be needed to prove the extent to see, if such a zone had been implemented, how many of the communities close to these sites would not have faced the risk of being neighbours to a coal extraction site, a temporary quarry.
WHAT YOU CAN DO
If you live in an area that has already been affected by opencast mining and you do not wish others to have to go through the same experience then write to your own MP to ask him to support Andrew Bridgen’s 500 Metre Buffer Zone Bill.

As an added spur, check with Part 2 of this review to see if any of the 56 potential sites on that list are anywhere near you.

If you have any further information to add to this list of past current and possible opencast sites in England that can be referenced, or you have information about a local Action / Protest groups opposed to Opencast Coal  with an active web site, then please get in touch with the Author. Working together we can make this a better information base and help prevent others from being exposed to the risk of opencast mining.
© Steve Leary,  






    January 2011 
Thanks go to John Carpenter for his additional information about Northumberland, plus comments.
To follow either how the Bill progresses or the MOPG campaign develops follow Seftonchase on Twitter @ http://twitter.com/Seftonchase
For more information on the Minorca Opencast Protest Group go to 

http://mopg.co.uk/  or http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.htmlefing 
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